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"Discovering what dance was like within the Persian Empire is a complicated process. The
Empire encompassed a diverse group of ethnicities and religions. Major cultural influences
included Hellenistic Greece, Arabic Islam, the central Asian Steppe, and the Indian sub -
Continent focusing on a narrow region, the time span within the Persian Empire allows for a
more focused study of dance. A plausible recreation of dance from the eastern edge of the
Persian Empire can be reached by comparing present day Afghan folk dance and music
influenced by neighbouring cultures, especially in the region closest to the bordered by Iran to
the Southwest and Pakistan to the Southeast. During the Persian Empire Pakistan was part of
India and Afghanistan was part of the province of Khorasan in the Persian Empire. Historical
evidence supports the theory of cultural exchange between the Persian Empire and India prior
to the 16th century. In objects of Translation, F. B. Flood explores how raiding, gift giving and
trade shifted cultural boundaries between Hindu and Muslim lands. Musical terms also evidence
the influence Persia and India had on one another. For example, the Indian Sitar is related to
the Persian Tar or Sehtar. The Indian singing styles of Ghazal, Tarana and Quali are based in
Persian music, and the terms have Persian origins. 7/8th rhythm  common in  southern
Afghanistan is referred as Tal - e-Moghuli. The name is an Indian reference and a similar rhythm
is found in north India.

Persian dance is also referenced in Indian writings from the 16th and 17th centuries, the
Narthana Nirnaya and Sangeetha Darpana. The text describe Jakkadi (Jakkari) a dance
introduced to Mughal courts by female dancers from Persia. In this dance style women swayed
the edges of their garments and sang Persian songs accompanied by gestures and graceful
movement of the limbs. In the Shahmaneh, Ferdowsi tells how the Persian ruler, Babur, asked
his Indian father - in - law to send 12,000 Indian musicians to the Persian court. While the
number and specific incident may be exaggerated as legend, the general concept of musicians
coming from India to Persian country is accurate. With tread and transport going between
Persia and India, Afghanistan's music and dance are influenced by the cultures from both
regions".
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O[T, Té, TRWIY, BROWT YV WHE NS00 To. WRNT® Um0y Tewo=.8. 'Dr. Vogel has recently

shown that the word Salabhanjika, "she who plucks Sala flowers" was or at least became, a
technical term denoting representation of female types standing under trees, and was also the
name of a Sala - plucking festival in which women climbed the trees and plucked flowers....
"(AKC). 83 LOneh 52083000, 85 AOLIoRE0NT [, 3 HmINTe BRET SEREny Foge3neynnos Wi
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DTVLENY, ToNw WIDTN ONTI, TN TETTY Lol s FH wesh.B. 'A story is told in the

Mahabharatha of a mother and daughter become the mother of Vishvamithra and Jamadagni on
tree granting offspring to women. (AKC).
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5 20, wIROATITTE AZ;wNE. Mauryan-sculpture IASPOINT https:// academy.gktoday.in
>39., '"Yaksha worship was popular before and after the advent of Buddhism and it was well
assimilated in Buddhism and Jainism. Thus, the concept of religious sculpture was predominant
during the Mauryan Empire.' ©o%o Ze9Tt nene® 3weegnomad., 'Influence of Foreign countries of
Mauryan Empire' <e0509., It is well-known fact that the first three Mauryan Emperors,
Chandragupta, Bindusara and Ashoka maintained friendly relations with the Hellenic West,
particularly with the court of the great Seleucid Kings who may be described as successors of
Alexander, the Great and the Achaemenids of Iran as well.

This may indicate the source of extraneous influence, and an adaptation of Achaemenids
models has been recognized in the imperial city of Pataliputra. But the Maurya era, excellent
stone sculpture comes in to full being. The popular art in Maurya period is represented by
images of Yakshas and Yakshinis. Yaksha and Yakshinis are the care takers of the Natural
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T)SARTE,EI, 20T c,oe%ﬁa? C. 88 LRONJI L Ty 3TN STOTW 8, ToWIVTAD 2ew0RWI0 W TETSCR,
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(1)Yakshas and Yakshis should be identified with Gandharvas and Apsaras as originally

conceived that is to say as primarily connected with water and secondarily with

vegetation. (=0T T OTD., SINOR TNIOT YOTIT)O0I0TY TeW :‘@@w@ @@ﬂmm

5@@3&35@% TRF WRWm 0BT 5;@@@ w0000 W08 TOTWOCRTIT 2, 0000 998w NTIYT0
N ,

27003 cﬁ@m 33 O, ﬁw»,ﬁﬁ riw wf@ﬁdu %-veéé@emfmq SnQT.0).

(2) King Varuna's people are said to be Gandharvas and those of King Soma, Apsaras; these
are closely associated divinities of the water and fertility, and originally of more significance than

when in the later literature it became little more than the musicians and dancers of Indra's Court.
Copyright

Fnrﬁitﬁézerg );“I@J{S‘and vegetation cults and the Fairy mythology, have much in common that goes back to a
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(4) *The feminine powers of fertility and abundance can be traced far back into prehistoric
times. These powers particularly the nude goddess, the great mother, who maybe Aditi and Sri
who is very closely connected with water, stand in close relation to the water cosmology, and at
the same time are represented in the aspect of women. But no stylistic distinction can be made
as between this use of the human form, and the use of plant or animal forms, the treatment is
equally abstract and symbolic*. *In both cases there is no intention to reproduce natural
appearances. A stylistic distinction, perhaps referable to diversity of ethnic preoccupation, may
indeed be drawn between an expressive and an illusionistic art. But Indian art is never
illusionistic. It constitutes, in fact, a unity, and all the elements of this unity, are congruous and
coeval. Even to attempt to distinguish Aryan and Dravidian tendencies may represent in a false
issue®.

(5) the plants (Yajurveda ) born 3 generation before the gods..... the plants whose king is Soma,
impel us to long life. Plants, O ye mothers, | hail you, O goddesses the fruitful, the fruitless, the
flowering, the flowerless, impelled by Brhaspati, may they free us from harm falling from the
sky, the plants said 'He whom we reach while in life, shall not come to hurt'..... DT, [N
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'Recent discoveries in the Indus valley, proving at least a trade relationship between Indian and

Mesopotamian centres in the third Millennium BC point in the same direction. The early cult of a
nude goddess, common to ancient India and western Asia maybe instanced (see A. K.

Coomaraswamy, 'Archaic Indian terracottas in Ipek, 1928). Toeies TEFONT TeTweT 2TT°
teond.,' 'Iranian cosmology reserved in the Zendavesta, presents us with a body of belief and a

type of gods and ginii closely related to those of the water cosmology in India. The 'immortality’
ginii of plants and water, have much in common with the Yakshas, and so in another way have

the privacy as self like Ginii and guardian angels the ranks of Asura and Deva in Persia and in
inferred in India from the oldest parts of the Vedas and from survival in popular belief and art.'

India were reversed the change took place in India and Persia preserved what can only be
(AKC).
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Veil dance - Greek Dance forms.

https://youtu.be/UNfvTeZ4U2¢c

Persian dance with veil https://youtu.be/zF5-fY SPOxI

Ghazal dance- Indian/Persian /Tajikistan.
https://youtu.be/N074KJk9cyo

Afghanistan cultural veil dance.
https://youtu.be/R_MyNJIFyFc
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*SangltasUryOdaya of BhandAru Lakshminarayana - by Padmashri Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. R.
Sathyanarayana

*Music - Dance and Musical instruments during the Period of Nayakas (1673 - 1732)- K.
Kusuma Bai.

*Evolution of Classical Indian Literature - Mandakrantha Bose.
*Studies in Hindu and Buddhist Art - edited by P. K. Mishra.

*Kathak Dance - A Critical Study - Margaret E. Walker.



*16 th Century Dance from Khorasan - Lady Vashti - al - Azar.

* Mauryan Sculptures —IASPOINT https;//academy. gktoday.in>mo...

* YAKSAS —Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy.

* Indian Witchcraft - Rajaram Narayan Salatore.

*On Demonology and Witchcraft in Ceylon - Dandris de Silva Gooneratne

* P. S//www.wisdomlib.org.-yaksa aka:yaksa;15 definitions.

* Myths and Symbols in Indian Art and Civilization — Zimmerman Heinrich Robert.
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