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Dhvani connotes both suggestive expression and suggestive times, and
has the ability to evoke both primary and secondary meanings in music.
These notions may be extrapolated from the spoken, articulate sound
(syllable) to musical articulate sound (svara). Expression of meaning of
non-literal articulate sense. Bhartrhari (Vakyapadiya) postulates two kinds
of dhvani viz. prakrta (primary) and vikrta (secondary, individuated). The
first generates the word-sound gestalt and the second, its individualized
expression through subjective parameters such as relative speeds and
intensities of utterance of constituent symbols (syllables). A single word,
though fixed in its sound content, is individualized when uttered by different
persons at different speeds (which determine the comprehension of
meaning). Some words besides arousing conventional, contextual and
secondary meaning, have also the additional ability or function of
manifesting suggested meaning through variable speed in enunciation. So
this is also called dhvani. Similarly svara, when performed with gamaka
and varying durations and speeds by different musicians at different
sounds through dhvani may be regarded as raga. The use of such sounds
in varying durations such as druta (fast) and vilamba (slow) is of basic
importance in raga, because other things being equal, it is this structural

variability which makes possible a great multiplicity of possible expressions
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or expressiveness, each of them conferring specificity or individuality on
meaning. The concept of sphota (emergence of meaning not in successive
stages but in a burst at the end of the final symbol of expression) may be
readily extended to raga because, though temporal sequentiality or the
semantic symbols (phonemes in words, words in phrases, phrases in
sentences... in language; Srutis in svara, svaras in varnalankara,
varnalankara in sthaya, sthaya in aksiptika etc. limbs in raga) is inevitable
in all discursive semantic modes, meaning of the whole is perceived in a
burst (sphota) only at the end of the final symbol; such meaning results
from the progressive accumulation of semantic impress (samskara) of
individual units or elements or elements of expression. In other words,
dhvani conveys the whole sense of the raga in a burst and not in stages or
phases; these latter are only a methodological necessity and are only
technical parameters. Dhvani may also be classified into the embellishable
(vastu), embellishment (alankara), transient emotion (bhava) and aesthetic

configuration.
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