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0. 1. Tabour, or *‘ Dub,” and stick, made c. 1800. Leafield,
Oxon.
No. 2. Tabour and stick, made ¢. 1850. Deddington, Oxon.

O.

o,

N
N

. 3. Wooden pipe or “whittle,” belonging to No. 1.
. 4. Pipe, made c. 1850. Bampton, Oxon.
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Purana and Itihasa (epic history) — Gatha in Purana glossary

(Source: Google Books: Cultural History from the Vayu Purana)

The term ‘gatha’ (FMIYUN) occurs in the Rg-veda meaning usually a song or verse. The
gathas, though religious in content, are not mantras and hence are non-Vedic. In the
asvamedha sacrifice, as described in the Brdhmanas, we find mention of two lute-
prayers, a Brahmin and a warrior, who in verses of their own composition (gathas),
glorified the generosity and war-like deeds of the sacrificer and his ancestors. With the
fate of the asvamedha, recitation of such gathas also seems to have gone out of
existence.

(Source: Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries: The Purana Index)

Gatha (TTTY).—Ancient popular songs; a feature of the Puranas; Narada on Vali's
sacrifices; on Pitrs, on Yayati, on Kartavirya, on Rama ; about Gaya and the Narmad3;
sung by divine rsis in Khatvanga's Yajna ; by Prahlada on Hari.

Gatha in Chandas (prosody, study of Sanskrit metres) glossary —

(Source: Shodhganga: a concise history of Sanskrit Chandas literature)

1) Gatha (TIIT).—Pingala gives the definition of gatha metres in the 8th chapter in 19
satras, where he discusses 18 gatha metres. He says the metres which are not discussed
in previous chapters are called as gatha metres.

2) Gatha (FIT).—SrT Krsnabhatta Kavikalanidhi (C. 1669-1744 C.E.), in his Vrttamuktavall,
divides the Gatha type metres into seven viz. gathika, gatha, vigatha, udgatha, gathini,
simhint, skandha. He discusses the Gathaprakarana and other matrd metres in the
second chapters. Totally 44 metres in 67 verses are described in the second chapter.

3) Gatha (TTI) refers to one of the twenty-seven matravrttas (quantitative verse) dealt
with in the second chapter of the Vrttamuktavali, ascribed to Durgadatta (19th century),
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author of eight Sanskrit work and patronised by Hindupati: an ancient king of the
Bundela tribe (presently Bundelkhand of Uttar Pradesh). A Matravrtta (e.g., gatha) refers
to a type of metre found in classical Sanskrit poetry.

{Source: Journal of the University of Bombay Volume V: Apabhramsa metres (2)}

1) Gatha (ITI) is probably the oldest of the Prakrit meters and also the first matra-vrtta
which came to be very generally employed by the Sanskrit Pandits for the purposes of
their scientific compositions and became their favourite owing to the great freedom and
facility which it affords to the writer, in comparison with the epic Anustubh. It seems
very probable that it was developed out of the epic Anustubh. It is interesting to note in
this connection that according to a tradition of the older metricians followed also by
Hemacandra, any metre which does not follow the laws governing the regular metres
and hence cannot be included in any one of them, is to be called ‘Gatha'".

The term gatha is again used in Vedic Literature for any irregular metre; cf. the ‘Gathas’
in the Hariscandra episode in the Aitareya-brahmana. It appears however, that the
Gatha assumed its final form in the hands of the Sanskrit poet-philosophers, who as said
above, abundantly used it for their scientific compositions. That the Gatha was a song
metre is evident from the song of the NatT in the introduction to the Sakuntalam.

There are three main kinds of a Gath3, i.e, Pathya, Vipula and Capala. On the other
hand, we get 26 varieties of a Gatha if we base our division upon the number of short
letters which they contain. The smallest number of short letters which a Gatha may
contain is 3 and such a Gatha is called Kamal3; the largest number of short letters which
it might contain is 55 and then it is called Gaurl. Among the metres derived from the
Gatha, Gtti, Upagtti and Udgtti are most important. GTti is made with two first halves of a
Gatha, Upagiti with two second halves of it and Udgiti is nothing but an inverted or a
reversed Gatha.

2) Gatha () is another name for Upagiti, which is a variation of Gatha.—
Nanditadhya (Gathalaksana, vv. 63-65) mentions GTti, Upagtti and Udgtti respectively
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Udgatha, Gatha and Vigatha. Nanditadhya's names are perhaps the older ones and are
also adopted by Pingala at 1.48, 49, 60-63.

3) Gatha (1Y) is mentioned as another derivation of Gatha.—Among the metres derived
from the Gatha, Giti, Upagtti and Udgtti are most important. By adding 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10,
12, and 14 caturmatras before the last long letter in the first half of a Gatha, we
respectively get a Jatiphala, Gatha, Udgatha, Vigatha, Avagatha, Samgatha, Upagatha
and GathinT.

4) Gatha (1Y) is also the name of a catuspadi metre (as popularly employed by the
Apabhramsa bards), as discussed in books such as the Chandonusasana, Kavidarpana,
Vrttajatisamuccaya and Svayambhichandas.—Gatha (SIS, IIS, SS) is really varna-vrtta,
though it is defined as the matra-vrtta with 13 matras in its lines.

Gatha in Natyashastra glossary —

(Source: Wisdom Library: Natya-$astra)

Gatha (TTIYT) refers to one of the ten kinds of dhruva (“songs”) defined in the
Natyasastra chapter 32. Accordingly, “the dhruva is so called, because in it words,
varnas, alamkara, tempo (laya), jati and panis are regularly (dhruva) connected with one
another”.

Gatha in Shaktism glossary —

[Source: Brill: Saivism and the Tantric Traditions (shaktism)]

Gatha (TTTYT) refers to “ballads (of renown)”, according to the King Vatsaraja’s Pajastuti
called the Kdmasiddhistuti (also Vamakesvaristuti), guiding one through the worship of
the Goddess Nitya.—Accordingly, O goddess! You enter the heart of a man whose mind
is composed. Sweet ballads (kirti-gatha) of your renown, O Gauri, the Vidyadharas sing
in the groves of Haricandana trees that emit the sweet fragrance of liquor on the banks
of the heavenly river”.

Gatha in Sanskrit glossary —
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(Source: DDSA: The practical Sanskrit-English dictionary)

Gatha (TTY).—See under bl (gai) or See also (synonyms): gathaka.

1..Gatha (TTIY).—A song, singing. or Derivable forms: gathah (¥T1)

Gatha (TTIYT).— 1) Verse. 2) A religious verse, but not belonging to any one of the Vedas.
3) A stanza. 4) A song; @l dTRT YT YAV JMHA (kada vaheyika gathah
punargasyami $akale) Mb.8.44.26. 5) A Prakrta dialect. 6) Name of the Arya eJ3¢&30°. 7)
Legend, history (akhyana); ?@lﬁw %6¢H\dd>\ud7\l ql GRIqAd  Td aiﬁpfmn:
(dvijopasrstah kuhakastaksako va dasatvalam gayata visnugathah) Bhag.1.19.15.

(Source: Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries: Shabda-Sagara = Sanskrit-English
Dictionary) — Gatha (ITIIT).—f. (-tham) 1. A verse, a stanza. 2. Metre, rhythm. 3. A song,
a chant or verse to be chanted or sung. 4. Prakrita or any language not Sanskrit. 5. The
same as the Aryaa Metre, in which the verse contains sixty syllabic instants, variously
arranged. E. gai to sing, than Unadi aff.

(Source: Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries: Benfey Sanskrit-English Dictionary)
Gatha (TTIYT).—i. e. gai + tha, f. A song, a verse, [Indralokagamana] 2, 28;
[Manavadharmasastra] 9, 42.

(Source: Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries: Cappeller Sanskrit-English Dictionary)
Gatha (fTIY).—[masculine] song; [feminine] gatha the same, [especially] a kind of rel.
verse or stanza; [Name] of a metre ( = arya).

(Source: Cologne Digital Sanskrit Dictionaries: Monier-Williams Sanskrit-English
Dictionary)

1) Gatha (TIIY):—[from ga] a m. a song, [Rg-veda i, 167, 6 and ix, 11, 4; Sama-veda] 2)
Gatha (TU):.—[from gatha > ga] a f. idem, [Rg-veda] 3) [v.s. ..] a verse, stanza
(especially one which is neither Rc, nor Saman, nor Yajus, a verse not belonging to the
Vedas, but to the epic poetry of legends or Akhyanas, such as the Sunahéepa-Akhyana
or the [Suparnadhyaya]), [Atharva-veda; Taittirlya-samhita; Taittiriya-brahmana;
Satapatha-brahmana] etc. 4) [v.s. ...] the metrical part of a Sdtra, [Buddhist literature] 5)
[v.s. ...] Name of the Arya metre 6) [v.s. ..] any metre not enumerated in the regular
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treatises on prosody (cf. rg-gath3a, riju-gatha, yajha-gatha.) 7) [from ga] b f. of tha q.v. 8)
Gatha (TTIY):—I[from gatu] b See 3. ga. 9) Gatha (TTIT).—[from gatu] c See 3. ga.

#.. Rig Veda 10.85.6 [English translation]
#.. Rig Veda 8.2.38 [Enqglish translation]
#.. Rig Veda 1.43.4 [English translation]

#.. Sanskrit text, Unicode transliteration and English translation by Ganganath Jha:

SR AT AT RAgd qRrafe:

T sftet 9 YT G IRORFRS 1 ¥R 1

atra gatha vayugitah kirtayanti puravidah |

yatha bijam na vaptavyam pumsa paraparigrahe || 42 ||

On this point, persons conversant with ancient lore recite some ‘Gathas’ sung by Vayu,
to the effect that man should not sow his seed in what belongs to another. —(42)

BDBA, o3 - Medhatithi's commentary (manubhasya).—

The term ‘gatha’ is the name of a particular metre; as has been declared by Pingala—
‘Atrasiddhangatheti it is also used in the sense of verses handed down by a long-
continued tradition. For instance, in the Veda, we find that, having made the
declaration—'This is the gatha of the learned that is going to be recited’, it goes on to
quote the verses "Yadasya purvamaparanta-dasya &c.’

#..'Sung by Vayu'—recited, declared by him.

(Source: Google Books: Cultural History from the Vayu Purana)

The term ‘gatha" (fIIYUN) occurs in the Rg-veda meaning usually a song or verse. The
gathas, though religious in content, are not mantras and hence are non-Vedic. In the
asvamedha sacrifice, as described in the Brdhmanas, we find mention of two lute-
prayers, a Brahmin and a warrior, who in verses of their own composition (gathas),
glorified the generosity and war-like deeds of the sacrificer and his ancestors. With the
fate of the asvamedha, recitation of such gathas also seems to have gone out of
existence.


https://www.wisdomlib.org/hinduism/book/rig-veda-english-translation/d/doc839467.html
https://www.wisdomlib.org/hinduism/book/rig-veda-english-translation/d/doc835539.html
https://www.wisdomlib.org/hinduism/book/rig-veda-english-translation/d/doc829419.html
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#.. We find the following musical terms: vaditra for instrumental music, gtta for vocal
music and gatha to indicate originally religious, later on also secular musical recitations
or songs in a simple recitative style in contradistinction to the more complicated saman-
melodies

#.. Gatha, Gatha, Gatha: 27 definitions

AN - —
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